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OUR FUTURE 


An Important Announcement 


With the change in the status of the old C.D.C.P., by which 
it has become a Committee of the Church Union, it was felt 
desirable to reconsider the function of Faith and Unity. It was 
in consequence decided that this publication should appear in 
future quarterly, instead of monthly. There will be therefore 
no May issue, but the June one will be the first on. the new 
quarterly basis. 

The quarterly issue will be three times as large as the previous 
monthly ones, so the price for the year will remain unchanged. 
The larger issue will allow more elbow-room to contributors, and 
will we hope add to the interest of readers. 

The editor, after the June issue, will be the Revd. Fr. Fitch, 
S.S.J.E. The present acting editor. will in the meantime be 
responsible for the June issue. 


AMERICANS AND UNITY 


Approaches towards Unity. Papers presented for discussion at 
joint meetings of Protestant (piace and Methodist Com- 
missions 

The joint Commission for which these essays were written con- 
sists of six bishops, six other clergymen and six laymen from each 
of the Communions concerned. Finding their discussions en- 
couraging and fruitful, they have sought to “ share these fruits 
with the wider membership of the two Churches "’. “The Papers 
are therefore “‘ not meant to be official documents with which no 
one in the same Communion as the author can take exception "’, 
yet at the same time “ they represent the efforts of responsible 
writers to explore central issues in the life of the denomination and 
in the Christian Faith itself "’. It is of the utmost importance that 
Churchpeople in general, both within the United States and out- 
side, should be kept informed of the progress of esl nase 
tions. | 

We have received two other documents in the same connexion: 
a study, drawn up for presentation to the Protestant Episcopal 
General Convention and to the (American) Methodist General 
Conference of last year, which consists of a brief historical intro- 
duction extracted from the book under review, and the Baptismal, 


Eucharistic and Ordination Offices of the two Churches and their. 


Articles in parallel columns: and Intercommunion with the 
Methodists "’, an article reprinted from Episcopal Churchnews, 
by the Revd. William B. Williamson, a former Methodist Minister, 
now a Priest of the Episcopal Church. 

These documents make it clear that the situation with regard 
to Methodism is, on the surface at any rate, very different from 
that in England. From both sides, it is made clear that neither 
body is a “ confessional Church ”’ in the sense that the Lutheran 
and Calvinist Churches are: and in the United States they are 
surrounded by these Churches. The only fully *‘ confessional 
Church ’’ with which we are commonly brought.into contact in 
the British Isles is the Church of Scotland. Secondly, we are 
informed*that ‘In large areas, . . . particularly in the Middle 
West, the Episcopal Church is characterized by a sect life and 
mentality rather than the practice and thought usually associated 
with a Church. ... Withdrawal from the world, total condemna- 
tion of any hint of the secular, and a lack of a sense of social or 
“missionary responsibility are held almost as axiomatic by hun- 
dreds of parishes and missions of the Episcopal Church’’. Church- 
men in England would do well to take note of this: it is likely to 
be the fate of Anglo-catholics if ever we are compelled to main- 


tain a continuing Church of England against a general apostasy, 


whether in the sphere of Faith or Order, For this reason, it is 
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essential that Catholics should be inside the Ecumenical Move- 
ment, and able to make their voices heard. 

~ The historical background is also somewhat different in the 
United States. In the British Isles we regard the Methodists as 
differing from the other nonconformists in having left the 
Church a century or so later: though of course the Free Church 
interpretation of the facts is different. But the Independents 
came to the New World already severed from the Church: the 
Methodists were Churchmen until the morrow of the Revolution. 
Then, the Church was left with very few clergy, and with no 
‘immediate means of ordaining any more. It is well known that 


. John Wesley met this situation by laying hands on the Revd. 


Thomas Coke, to set him apart as Superintendent for the work 


of the Methodists in America. After his arrival there, Coke with _ 


others laid hands on Francis ‘Asbury, a Lay Preacher, and thus 
the Methodist Church in America began. 

It is often represented that John Wesley took this step because 
a Bishop could not be obtained for the newly-constituted Republic 
by any other means. What has just been described took place in 
1774: in November of the same year, the Revd. Samuel Seabury 
was consecrated by three Scottish Bishops: if that were all, there- 
fore, it would appear that Wesley had been precipitate. But the 
Methodist contributors to this volume make it quite clear that 
Wesley had become convinced; as a result of forty years’ reflection. 
on a book by Lord King, published in 1691, that ‘ Bishops and 
Presbyters are essentially one order’’: and that he~therefore 
had power and authority to ordain. The Revd. Daniel L. Marsh, 
who writes on * The Ministry in the Methodist Church "’, seems 
to regard it as beyond question ‘that Lord King and John Wesley 
were right in this assumption. 

The * Bishop,”’ of the Methodist Church of America, though 
always so styled, is therefore not regarded as belonging to a 
different order from the other Ministers: on resigning his Office 
he presumably ceases to be a Bishop, but while he holds the 
Office his powers are enormous. The Methodists claim that in 
any scheme of Reunion these Superintendents should be regarded. 
as Bishops: but in the various schemes which are being pro- 
pounded at the present time, as well as in that which produced 
the Church of South; India, the other Protestants bodies have 
not taken this view: they have made it clear that if they are to 
have Bishops, they do not wish for a suceession in which at one 
point Presbyters have consecrated a Bishop. Clearly, any con- 
cession on this point would not make for Unity. 

There is much in Approaches towards Unity that is of value. 
The Revd. A.-D: Kelly -writes, “In its concern for * church 
unity ' the Episcopal Church faces in two directions at once... . 
I should be less than frank if I did not point out that some 
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\ groups within our church are happier with the thought of ap- - 
| proaches to the churches of Episcopal order while ee groups 
yearn most for strengthening of our bonds with the churches of 
the Protestant tradition. Moreover at times there have been 
situations where the right hand knew not what the left hand was 
ing, because the discussions and negotiations were carried on 
by separate committees or agencies. I think this situation is no 
longér so extreme; but it has served to befuddle the onlooker 
in the t."" His discussion of Intercommunion ends: “ No 
matter where our thinking ends, we end up facing the same issue 
the problem of Order or the Ministry. For the Episcopal Church 
the possibilities of intercommunion include inevitably the fact 
and theory of the ministry. The two questions are one and must 
be worked through together.”” The Revd. Charles D. Kean 
writes of the Sacraments, “ Thus the Christian Tradition knows 
of sacraments in the setting of a broad spectrum, brightest in 
connexion with the two great sacraments common to all Christian 
people—Baptism and the Holy Communion—and ranging out 
~~""through the five minor sacraments of Western Catholic tradition, 


to a great number of quasi-sacramental acts and services for 
hallowing the common life’’: and of. Baptism, “it is the in- 
corporation of the individual into the Body of Christ.”’ | 

At the same time, there are passages in the contributions of 
the Anglican members of the Commission which cause some 


disquiet. There is always a danger, in such bilateral discussions, of 
making the Church's position appear more akin to that of the 
other tradition concerned than it is, from a very right desire not 
to exaggerate differences. Thus we agree with Fr. Kean when 
he claims that * the main stream of Anglicanism has remained 
loyal to the essential principle of the Anglican Reformation—the 
priority of Justification by Faith as the cornerstone of the 
Church's life ’’, but we deplore his going on to speak of “ the 
Reformation repudiation of the official sponsorship of heresy, 
heresy by the Roman curia, a sponsorship which continues to 
the present day’. We cannot augur well for an ‘approach to 
Unity "’.on one side which makes such a sweeping and unsub- 
- stantiated accusation on another. 
Fr. Williamson=-quetes from a Methodist Commission on 
Chaplains entitled ** Partners with God ’’, distributed to the forces 
-in the late War, the following: | 
‘ Jesus has shewn me that God is like persons at their highest 
and best. Jesus has shewn me that I may become like God, that 
I may become immortal and that God may be seen in me when | 
live at my highest.’’ This is an official publication of the body 
with which the possibility of union is being explored in these 
essays: and yet it is the Church of Rome that is accused of an 


inadequate soteriology. W. O. F. 
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INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR APOSTOLIC 
FAITH AND ORDER 


The aims of International League for Apostolic Faith and 
Order, which held it§ first Conference at Lund immediately before 
the Faith and Order Conference, are:— 

(a) To promote understanding between Catholic-minded Chris- 
tians of various communions for their mutual encouragement 
and support in maintaining Apostolic Faith and Order. 

(5) To enable members of these churches to bear united witness 
in ecumenical gatherings in order to work for the unity of 
all Christians according to Apostolic Faith and Order. 

For those who have been engaged in the exhausting task of 
keeping a watchful eye on schemes of Reunion and inter-Church 
relations tainted with pan-Protestantism or compromise, it 
should be a tonic to know that such a body has come into exis- ~ 

| tence, For those who have actually had to fight the battles for _ 
—_the-defence-of ‘Church principles, the-forming” 


itive elixir. 


Of course there have for many years been organizations whose 

aims have been to link together Anglicans and Orthodox, Angli- 
cans and Old Catholics, and Anglicans and the Catholic Movement 

in the Church of Sweden. The work of these bodies is still urgent, 
and indeed most of them are shewing signs of increasing vigour, 


but the need for an organization to link together all Catholic- 
minded people was clamant. 

_. There can be few who, like the present writer, have had to face 
the misunderstanding and bitter attacks that have been directed 
against those who have struggled to maintain the Catholic . 
heritage of the Anglican Communion against compromise, who ~ 
have not at some time been tempted to wish that the modern 
Reunion Movement-had never been born, but apart from these 
black moments, even those for whom the struggle has been most 
costly have recognized that the Reunion Movement, despite all 
its aberrations and the false scents that have been followed with 
such vigour, remains a sign of an awakening to an essential 

aspect of the truth. 

For too long the majority of Christians had been content to 
accept divisions among them as normal. The recognition that 
disunion is wrong, and the growing eagerness for Christian Unity, 
are in themselves causes for thankfulness, but too often the 
newly-awakened penitence for our divisions and the fresh enthu- 
‘siasm for “ getting together’’ with our fellow Christians led 
people to want short-cuts and quick results without paying the 
costly price of real penitence or submitting to the discipline of 

hard mental work involved in seeking for real unity in truth. 

In consequence we found ourselves in the uncomfortable 
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position of having again and again to say “no” to bad schemes 
of Reunion though the unity of all Christians in the one Church 
was our dearest wish, and of having to criticise promiscuous 
intercommunion and other misguided forms of inter-Church 
relations, though we longed above all else—-except for unity 


itself—for such closer relations with our Christian brethren as. 


would pave the way to true unity. 
The trouble was that the necessary, but negative, duty of 
criticising often seemed to be all that we could do. In fact, this 


never was the case. There was the great work of prayer for | 


unity and enumerable private conferences and discussions were 
doing admirable work for real theologica] understanding, but the 
feeling persisted sometimes in ourselves, and much more fre- 
quently in our opponents, that our role was a purely negative 
one. 

The birth of 1.L.A.F.O. will not diminish the need for watch- 
fulness or for criticism of false approaches to unity, but it has 
~changed--the atmosphere. Wisely, I.L.A.F.O. has not, in any 
sense, been set up as a rival to the official Ecumenical Movement 
and the World Council of Churches, but it has taken seriously the 
oft-repeated claim that the World Council of. Churches has no 
desire or intention to be a super Church or to be merely pan- 
Protestant, and the Amsterdam Assembly's pin-pointing ‘of the 
Catholic Protestant tension as the Ecumenical issue. 

I.L.A.F.O. has ne-erganizational or official connexion with the 
- World Council of Churches but very friendly relations are main- 
tained with the World Council of Churches officers, and the first 
Conference was deliberately planned to. precede the Faith and 
Order Conference at Lund in order to make it abundantly clear 
that I.L.A.F.O.’s policy and intention was one of co-operation 
and not of rivalry. 

The Orthodox representation was small—only one man—but 


the fact that Father George Florovsky has agreed to be the tem-_. 


porary Orthodox Representative of I.L.A.F.O. augurs well for 
fuller representation in the future. 

Old Catholics came from Holland, Germany and Switzerland. 
The Anglican delegation was formidable—-it was headed by the 
Primus.of the Episcopal Church in Scotland, who was our Con- 
ference Chairman. The presence of Father Riley bore witness 
to the keen interest of the Ghurch Union, which has §ince taken 
the step of becoming a corporate member of the League. The 
Religious. Communities were represented by Father Fitch, 
S.S.J.E., Father Symonds, C.R., and Father Shearburn, C.R., 
Father Hebert, S.S.M., and the Abbess of W hitby. Our C hurch 
in America was also well represented. The Swedish delegation 


gave evidence of the vigour and scholarship and rapid growth of 


the Catholic Movement in the Church in Sweden. 
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What was, however, the most interesting thing about the 
Conference was the presence of members of some of the Conti- 
nental Protestant Churches—-both Reformed and Lutheran—who 
were fully committed to I.L.A.F.O.’s aims. It has long been 
known that there were groups and individuals in these bodies 
with Catholic or “ high church '’ sympathies in varying degrees, 
but the fact that there are some wholly committed to a Catholic 
approach is indeed encouraging. The path such men have to 
tread is a costly and difficult one. They cannot—like non- 
conformists in England who come to similar convictions—-move 

over into an Episcopal Church. Most of them share very similar 
reasons. to those which prevent Anglicans becoming Roman 
Catholics. 

I.L.A.F.O. has, as yet, made no official contact with the much 
wider circle of Continental Protestants who are moving in a 
Catholic direction, and the intention is that its membership 
should remain confined to those fully committed to its aims, but 
it is possible that in a few years’ time it may be right for the 
League to arrange a Conference which would include those who 
are in general sympathy with its objectives without being fully 
committed to them | 

That must remain a matter for future consideration, but the 


_ spearhead of the Catholic Movement already exists in those who 


accept I.L.A.F.O.’'s aims. 

No Roman Catholics have, as yet, asked to join the League, 
and it may not be politic for them to do so, but we are assured 
of the friendly interest and prayers of some of our Roman brethren. 

It is far too soon to say yet what I.L.A.F.O. will grow into. . 
It is hampered—like so many good causes—-by lack of money 
and by pe aret for its secretary a man who is a single-handed 
busy parish priest with many other commitments, who is -quite 
unable to travel abroad as the job demands, but a begififiing has 
been made and even that beginning changes the atmosphere. 

The President is the Lord Bishop of Oxford, the Chairman 
Father Raynes, C.R., the Organizing Secretary, Father Michael 
Bruce. The League has Representatives in Denmark, England, 
Germany, Holland, Ireland, Scotland, Sweden, Switzerland and 


the United States, together with a temporary Orthodox Repre- 


sentative. 
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